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November 17, 2004 

Examiner Andrew L. Oltmans 
Group Art Unit 1742 
Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

U.S. Patent Application No. 10/042,549 
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Our Ref.:CPM00029CIP (3600-328-011 
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I hereby certify thpt diis coirespondence is being fiacsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademaric 
OflSce, Fax No. 1-703-872-9306 on November 17, 2004. 

Donald ^.Ptater ^^L^^J^ 3 . ./^-^ 

Name (Print) Signature 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Exammen Andrew L. Oltmans 
Group Art Unit: 1742 
Confirmation No.: 5470 



In re Application of: Michaluk 
Application Number: 10/042,549 
Filed: January 9, 2002 
Docket No.: CPm60029CIP (3600-328-01) 
For: Tantalum and Niobium Billets and Methods of Producing the Same 

AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 November 17,2004 

Sir: 

This Amendment is a Submission accompanying a Request for Continued Examination as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.1 14 and is in response to the Office Action dated November 17, 2003 in the 
above-identified ai^lication. The application is currently pending by virtue of a Notice of Appeal 
filed on May 17, 2004, together with a three month extension of time, the Notice of Appeal 
establishing an «rtendible due date of July 17, 2004 for filmg an appeal brief, which due date is 
extmded to November 17, 2004 by the filmg herewith of a Petition for a Four-Month Extension 
of Time and the requisite fee. 

The amendments to the specification begin at p^e 2 of this paper. 

The amendments to the claims begin at page 3 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin at page 13 of this paper. 
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